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The silver diobols of the Cisalpine Insubrians
ERMANNO ARSLAN

The coinage of the Cisalpine Celts, all in silver and in circulation between the 4™ and the beginning
of the 1% century BC was analysed and given its first structured arrangement by Andrea Pautasso' in a
monograph which is still the basis of classification forty years later.

This distinguished numismatist based his analysis on the systematic identification of material housed
in coin collections (both public and private) and those coming from hoards. Except from a minimal part,
he was not able to gain access to material coming separately from archaeological excavations, especially
urban ones.> I myself was fortunate enough to have been able to analyse these, especially those found in
the excavations in Milan and, despite several as yet unresolved issues, to have redistributed the emissions
of the different hypothetical mints. I have further redefined the models, all of which were reasonably
well characterised and identifiable in classes, each relative to a different Celtic “people”.” By now, the
transfer of the emissions with the legend in North-Etruscan characters from the “Lepontia™ area to the
“Insubrian’ area seems to have been confirmed. Lastly, the models with the legend “seghedu™ have been
identified, there has been the lucky acquisition of a new model with the North-Etruscan legend “natoris”,
discovered in Bavaria’ and the convincing proposal of Claude Brenot to transfer the emissions of the most
ancient drachmas, imitating the heavy drachma of Marseille ? to the transalpine area of the hinterland of
Marseille, previously seen by Pautasso and myself® as initial emissions of the Cisalpine area in the 4"
century BC. In connection, above all with Pautasso’s work, there has been further study of the emissions
linked with the Celtic-Padana ones, of the Veneti'® by colleagues in North-Eastern Italy,'" of the Veragri

U A. Pautasso, ‘Le monete preromane dell’Italia settentrionale’,
Sibriwin 7, 1962-1963 (1966), pp. 1-162. For the numerous
contributions of the author on the Celtic Padana emissions cfr.
A. Pautasso. Scritti di Numismatica, a cura di G. Gorini (Aosta,
1986).

2 Arepertory (‘Saggio di Repertorio dei Ritrovamenti di Moneta
Celtica Padana in Italia ¢ in Europa e di Moneta Celtica non
Padana in Italia’, constantly updated. of the sites of the finds of
Celtic (Padana and Transalpine) coins in the Italian peninsular
can be accessed at www.ermannoarslan.eu. Unpublished finds
known by (or indicated to) myself are also included.

3 E.A. Arslan, ‘Le monnayage celtique de la plaine du P& (I'V*-
I siecles avant J-C.)’, Etudes celtiques 27 (1990), pp. 71-
97; E.A. Arslan, ‘Le monete padane preromane a Budapest’,
Numizmatikai Koezloeny 90-91 (1991-1992), pp. 9-33.

#The theory was from A. Pautasso, ‘Le monetazioni preromane
con leggende in alfabeto leponzio emesse dai popoli delle
regioni alpine’, Atfi Centro Studi e Documentazione Italia
Romana 7 (1975-1976), pp. 473-512; see other contributions
in Pautasso, op. cit. (n. 1) (1986). In the same article, due to
the alphabet of the legend the deflinition of North-Etruscan,
proposed by Mommsen (Th. Mommsen, ‘Die nordetruskischen
Alphabete auf Inschriften und Muenzen’, Mittheilungen der
Antiguarischen Gesellschaft in Zuerich 7 (1853), was discarded
in favour of “Insubrian”, in my opinion, mistakenly.

E.A. Arslan, ‘La circolazione monetaria nella Milano del [T e I
sec.a.C. e le emissioni “insubri™’, in E.A. Arslan (ed.), Scriti in
ricordo di G. Massari Gaballo e di U. Tocchetti Pollin (Milano,
1986), pp. 111-21; E.A. Arslan, ‘Legende monetali Nord-
Etrusche in Cisalpina e in Gallia’, in Moneta Qua Scripta. La
moneda como soporte de escritura. Anejos de Archivo Espariiol

de Arqueologia 33, Actas del Il Encuentro Peninsular de
Numismdtica Antigua, Osuna 27.2-2.3.2003 (Sevilla, 2004),
pp. 73-80. For the numerous contributions I have written
relative to Celtic-Padana coinage see bibliography at www.
ermannoarslan.cu.

¢ Arslan, op. cit. (n.3) (1991-1992), Types 4-1 and 4-2. A.
Pautasso, “Un problema di numismatica padana: le dramme della
civetta’, Asti IX Congr. Intern. Num., Berne, 1979 (Louvain-la-
Neuve,1982), pp. 607-18 (in Pautasso. op. cit. (n. 1) (1986), pp.
379-93) for the drachma. M. Chiesa, ‘Le monete della prima
fase delle emissioni argentee con legende leponzie’, in Arfi
della giornata di studio su “I Leponti e la moneta”, Locarno
16.11.1996 (Locarno, 2000), pp. 23-32, for the drachma with
the deer.

7 Arslan, op. cit. (n. 3) (1991-1992), Type 14. B. Overbeck,
"Alkimoennis-Kelheim, eine neue keltische Muenzstaette’,
Bayerische Vorgeschichtshlaetter 52 (1987), pp. 245-8.

8 C. Brenot, ‘Des drachmes de Marseille aux drachmes de
Cisalpine. Nouvelles remarques’, in P. Piana Agostinetti (ed.),
Study Conference Papers. La monetazione preromana dell ' Italia
Settentrionale, Bordighera 16-17 September 1994 (Bordighera,
1996), pp. 15-32; C. Brenot, ‘Imitations lourdes de drachmes
massalieétes an Cabinet des Médailles de Marseille’, in Ari
della giornara di studio su “I Leponti e la moneta”, Locarno
16.11.1996 (Locarno, 2000}, pp. 11-21.

* Arslan, op. cit. (n. 3) (1990); Arslan, op.cit. (n. 3) (1991-1992),
Types 1 and 2 (MAZZA and ZAZZA). The identification of
the models is less manageable in A. Pautasso’s contributions.

1 Arslan, op. cit. (n. 3) (1991-1992), Types 18-20.

" See G. Gorini, ‘Le monete di tipo venetico’, Archeologia
Veneta 1 (1978), pp. 69-77, and the numerous further contributions.
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by Swiss colleagues,'? of materials from the Apennines (especially from Serra Ricco),"” known for many
years and of the Marseille model of the “a la Croix”'* obol.

Drachmas, the nominals most commonly documented, have been more or less definitively classified in
the copious bibliography' on the subject and thus required no further discussion in this paper. However,
the minor nominal, the so-called “obol”, presents issues still to be resolved. The nominal is a very small
coin, varying in weight and rarely corresponding to a third of the weight of the heaviest Padana drachma
of the 4"/beg. 3™ century BC, but corresponding more frequently to a third of the weight of the Padana
drachma of the 2™ century BC. The nominal, which should therefore be more correctly defined as the
“diobol”, presents models with a male or female head to the right or to the left (more rarely) on the obverse
and a reverse which seems specific to northern Italy: a quadruped with a full-frontal, wide-eyed head,
standing to the right or to the left. The coat 1s usually spotted. A bird is visible between the paws to the left.
In a later phase, documented above all in the Serra Ricco hoard, the models were more markedly stylised

with the quadruped of the reverse to the left in two different versions.

In this context, but in different geographical areas, including so far Liguria, Emilia, Veneto and the
Valle d’ Aosta, diobols deriving from the Marseille “a la Croix” model have been documented. The minor
silver nominals of the Canton Vallese, attributed to the Veragri, are of a very different typology.'®

With the exception of the stylised models of the Apennines, well documented even by the single Serra
Riccd'” complex, the Padana “diobol™ is particularly rare, almost always kept in museum collections and
rarely has a reliable provenance. Thus, up until now, it has been extremely difficult to attribute them to
precise Celtic groups and connect them with known classes of drachma.'®

Apart from Serra Riccd, the “diobol” model with the quadruped (or spotted panther) has been found"
at Aquileia,” Milan (two specimens in Piazza Duomo), Garlasco (in the tombs found in 1978 and 1979),
Casale Monferrato/Balzola road (five specimens) and Gran San Bernardo (two specimens). However,
several of the “diobols” mentioned are in very poor condition.

Thus, in this very scanty framework of finds, the discovery of a specimen with characteristics making a precise
link with drachma emissions from identified mints possible in an excavation, takes on enormous importance.

The discovery took place at Rho-Lucernate, on the outskirts of Milan, in the excavations of 2005,* in a

2 A. Geiser, ‘Un monnayage celtique en Valais. Les monnaies
des Véragres™, RSN 63 (1984), pp. 55-126.

3 Lastly E.A. Arslan, ‘Emissioni di divisionali argentei in area
celto ligure’, in Ligures celeberrimi. La Liguria interna nella
seconda eta del ferro, International Congress Papers, Mondovi
26-28 April 2002 (Bordighera, 2004), pp. 120-6 (con bibl.); op.
cit. (n. 2), no. 2395.

4 A. Pautasso, ‘Gli oboli gallici di San Cesario’, Rassegna
Numismatica 9-10 (1980), pp. 9-10; E.A. Arslan, ‘Celti Padani
e Marsiglia: un obolo a Casalecchio di Reno’, in U. Peter
(ed.), Stephanos nomismatikos, Edith Schoenert-Geiss zum 65.
Geburtstag (Berlin, 1998), pp. 69-76; E.A . Arslan, *Celti padani
¢ Marsiglia: nuovi ritrovamenti monetari a Casalecchio di Reno
(BOY’, Revue belge de Numismatiquie 145 (1999), in memory
of Tony Hackens, pp. 185-94; E.A. Arslan, ‘Monete celtiche
dagli scavi di Casalecchio di Reno’, in E. Ercolani Cocchi,
A L. Morelli and D. Neri (eds.), Romanizzazione e moneta. La
testimonianza dei rinvenimentii dall’ Emilia Romagna (Firenze,
2004), pp. 67-70. 168.

15 Significantly important P. Piana Agostinetti (ed.), Study
Conference Papers. La monetazione preromana dell'lfalia
Setrentrionale, Bordighera 16-17 September 1994 (Bordighera,
1996). See texts cited in op. cit. (n. 2).

' F. Wiblé, ‘Un monnayage spécifique des Uberes?’. in [/
Leponti tra mito e realta, Catalogue of Locarno Exhibition,
1l (Locarno, 2000), pp. 235-9. He cites three “obols™ of the
Veragri, with geometric models: nos. 12-13-14, with weights

from 0.10 to 0.07 g.

7 The most recent numerical valuation of the Serra Ricco
complex indicated 681 “obols” present: F. Barenghi, “Una
nuova proposta di classificazione degli “oboli” di Serra Riced’,
in P. Piana Agostinetti (ed.), Study Conference Papers. La
monetazione preromana dell’Itafia Settentrionale, Bordighera
16-17 September 1994 (Bordighera, 1996), pp. 53-67.

'* The difficulty of classifying the minor silver nominals (with
guadruped) can be seen in the 24 different models proposed by
Pautasso. op. cit. (n. 1) (1966), pp. 22-31. Arslan, op. cit. (n. 3)
(1991-1992) reduces them to Types 23-27.

" All sites are indicated in op. cit. (n.2), nos. 2395 (Serra Ricco-
GE), 1690 (Aquileia-UD), 3590 (Milan), 3960 (Garlasco-PV),
4570 (Casale-AL), 6470 (Gran S Bernardo).

2 The obol is seen as “venetico”. G. Gorini, ‘Le monete dei
Leponzi nel Nord-Est dell'Italia’, in Study Day Papers on [
Leponti e la moneta, Locarno 16.11.1996 (Locarno, 2000), pp.
33-45, p. 38, figs. 13-14; E.A. Arslan, Emissioni di divisionali
argentei in area celto ligure, in Ligures celeberrimi. La Liguria
interna nella seconda eta del ferro, International Congress
Papers, Mondovi 26-28 April 2002 (Bordighera, 2004), pp.
120-6: p. 122, note 55.

21 Op. cit. (n. 2), no. 3760 (RI 2S B; u.s.188); L. Simone Zopfi,
M.G. Laspada, ‘Il complesso rustico romano di Rho-Lucernate
(MI)’, in www. fastionline orgldocs/FOLDER-it-2006-51 pdf, pp.
1-10: p. 7. My thanks go to Laura Simone Zopfi who assigned me
the study of the coin.















